
 

 

 

 

DAY 1-WEDNESDAY, 15 OCTOBER 2025 

AUHF CONFERENCE 

Radisson Blu Upperhill, Nairobi, Kenya 

THEME: BLENDED FINANCE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

08h00 - 09h00 EAT ARRIVAL & REGISTRATION  

 Joint Master of Ceremonies: Kecia Rust & Beatrice Mwangi 

 WELCOME & OPENING  

09h00 EAT (10min) 

 

WELCOMING & OPENING ADDRESS   

 Kehinde Ogundimu, AUHF Chairman & CEO, Nigeria Mortgage Refinance Company 

 Johnstone Oltetia, CEO & Managing Director, Kenya Mortgage Refinance Company  

09h10 EAT (20min) 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS  

OFFICIAL OPENING & HIGH-LEVEL KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

BLENDED FINANCE IMPERATIVE: Opportunities for investments in affordable housing 

 

Charles Hinga, Principal Secretary, State Department for Housing and Urban Development, Republic of Kenya 

09h30 EAT (30min) 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: BLENDING FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN AFRICA: Making the Numbers Work 

LAUNCH OF THE REPORT 

 

Presented By: Joan Larrea, CEO, Convergence 

10h30 EAT (30min) TEA BREAK  

 SESSION 1: DEEP DIVE INTO BLENDED FINANCE  

11h00 EAT (45min) 

Panel Discussion 

BLENDED FINANCE IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING-SETTING THE PRECEDENTS IN AFRICA. 

 

Moderator: Aakif Merchant, Director, Engagement and Capacity Building and Head of Africa, Convergence 

 

Panelists:  

 Palesa Mkhize, CEO, SAMRRA 

 Gibson Mapfidza, Chief Business Officer, Shelter Afrique Development Bank  

 Zanele Hlatshwayo, Senior Investment Officer: Blended Finance, IFC 

11h45 CAT (30min) 

Case Study  

 

CASE: THE ACORN STORY & ATTTRACTING INVESTMENT INTO STUDENT HOUSING IN KENYA  

 

Presented By:  

 Sheila Moraa, ED, Development Management & ESG, Acorn Holdings Limited 

 Matthew Maina, Executive Director, Acorn Holdings Limited 

12h15 CAT (30min) 

Case Study  

LESSONS IN BLENDING AND AFFORDABILITY: EXPERIENCES FROM INDIA 

 

Presented By: Sanjay Shukla, Managing Director, National Housing Bank 

12h45 EAT (75min) LUNCH  

  



 

14h00 EAT (20min) 

Presentation  

CHANGING LIVES: Addressing Nigeria’s Student Housing Gap through Innovative Financing 

 

Presented By: Prosper Ben, Senior Investment Officer, Family Home Funds  

14h20 EAT (20min) 

Case Study 

CASE: INVESTMENT IN THE MASSIVE SMALL OPPORTUNITY IN RENTAL IN SOUTH AFRICA  

 

Presented By: Paul Jackson, Founding CEO, TUHF  

14h40 EAT (45min) 

Panel Discussion 

POTENTIAL: FINANCING SUSTAINABLE HOUSING FOR INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS 

 

Moderator: Shezane Kirubi, Head of Programmes, Norwegian Refugee Council Nigeria 

 

Panelists:  

 Ahmed Baba, Head: Special Programmes & Initiatives, Family Homes Funds Limited (FHFL), Nigeria 

 Sara Veronesi, Project Manager, Affordable Housing Institute  

 Abdi Hamud Ahmed, Senior Advisor to the Minister & Head of Projects and Special Programmes Unit Somalia 

 Glen Jordan, CEO, Empowa 

 SESSION 2: IMPROVING THE FINANCIAL MODEL FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

15h25 EAT (20min) 

Dialogue 

THE CAPITAL STACK PUZZLE: PIECING TOGETHER UNCONVENTIONAL FUNDS FOR AFRICAN HOMES 

 

In conversation with:  

Mustapha Njie, Managing Director, TAF Africa Global 

Ya Bajen Njie, Deputy Managing Director, TAF Africa Global 

15h45 EAT (20min) 

Presentation   

CASE: KMRC SINGLE DIGIT FINANCE AND LENDING TO INFORMER EARNERS 

 

Presented By: Nyale Yanga, Chief Financial Officer, Kenya Mortgage Refinance Company 

 

16h05 EAT (45min) 

Panel Discussion  

STIMULATING PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN AFFORDABLE MORTGAGES  

 

Moderator: Johnstone Oltetia, CEO & Managing Director, Kenya Mortgage Refinance Company 

 

Panelists: 

 Kehinde Ogundimu, AUHF Chairman & CEO, Nigeria Mortgage Refinance Company (NMRC) 

 Oscar Mgaya, CEO, Tanzania Mortgage Refinance Company 

 Zafar Alam Tirmizi, Head of Business and Products, Pakistan Mortgage Refinance Company 

 George Phiri, General Manager: Lending, National Housing Finance Corporation  

 Caroline Kihara, Director: Mortgage Business, KCB Bank Group 

16h50 EAT (40min) 

Dialogue  

DIALOGUE: MICROBUILD-A BLENDED DEBT FINANCE EXPERIENCE  

 

In conversation with: 

 Naeem Razwani, Senior Director: Global Financial Inclusion & Capital Markets, Terwilliger Centre for Innovation in Shelter 

 Patrick McAllister, Director-Finance, Policy & Regulation, Terwilliger Centre for Innovation in Shelter  

 Debra Erb, Founder, DLE Advisors, LLC 

17h30 EAT (10min) CLOSING REMARKS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 DAY 2-THURSDAY, 16 OCTOBER 2024 

AUHF CONFERENCE 

Radisson Blu Upperhill, Nairobi, Kenya 

 THEME: BLENDED FINANCE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

08h00-09h00EAT ARRIVAL & REGISTRATION 

 SESSION 3: ENABLING GREEN SUSTAINABLE HOUSING 

09h00 EAT (5min) 

 

WELCOME ADDRESS: Mfundo Mabaso, Product Head, FNB Home and Structured Lending 

09h05 EAT (25min) 

Presentation 

ALIGNING INVESTOR INTEREST IN RWANDA: MPAZI INFORMAL SETTLEMENT PROJECT  

 

Presented By: Olu Olanrewaju, Director of International, Altair 

09h30 EAT (20min) 

Case Study 

CASE: KENYA GREEN AFFORDABLE HOUSING IHS  

 

Presented By: Kioi Wambaa, Managing Director, IHS Kenya  

09h50 EAT (20min) 

Case Study 

CASE: IS BLENDING WITH GREEN WORTH IT?  

 

Presented By: Njambi Macharia, Green Building Lead-Kenya, IFC  

10h10 EAT (20min) 

Fireside Chat 

 

TARGETING WOMEN AND PROMOTING GREEN: Eco-Equity Investment Company (EEIC) 

 

Moderator: Dr. Muhammad Gambo, Manager: Policy, Research & Partnerships, Shelter Afrique Development Bank  

 

Panelists:  

 Jumoke Akinwunmi, Co-Founder, Alitheia Capital  

 Nisan Abdulkader, Director: External Affairs and Communications, Shelter Afrique Development Bank 

10h30 EAT (45min) 

Panel Discussion  

CARBON CREDITS FUNDING FOR HOUSING-ENSURING THE BENEFITS REACH THE END USER 

 

Moderator: Daniel Mhina, Associate Director-Housing Finance, Habitat for Humanity International 

 

Panelists:  

 Arthur Mulwa, Director: Operations, Pyrogen 

 Hassan Hassan, CEO, ADHI Rwanda 

 Niels van den Berge, Co-Founder, Easy Housing 

11h15 EAT (30min) TEA BREAK   

 SESSION 4: PROBLEM SOLVING-FIXING THE BLEND 

11h45 EAT (30min) 

Presentation   

UNLOCKING BLENDED FINANCE: OVERLOOKED OPPORTUNITES AND ADJACENCIES  

 

Presented By:  

 Davina Wood, Director, Affordable Housing Institute  

 Margaux Morenas, Director, Affordable Housing Institute 

12h15 EAT (40min) 

Panel Discussion  

OVERCOMING THE BENCHMARKED COST OF CAPITAL 

 

Moderator: Seeta Shah, Senior Affordable Housing Specialist, FSD Kenya  

 

Panelists:  

 David Mukaru, CEO, Caritas Microfinance Bank 

 Victor Chumo, Head of Investment Advisory, Linzi Finco 



 

13h00 EAT (60min) LUNCH 

 SESSION 4: PROBLEM SOLVING-FIXING THE BLEND 

14h00 EAT (20min) 

Presentation  

CASE: PROVIDING INFRASTRUCTURE & FINANCIAL INCLUSION THROUGH FORMALISING URBAN SETTLEMENTS ACROSS ZIMBABWE 

 

Presented By: Richard Tait, Founder & Director, Kwangu Ngakwami Bond Management Company 

 SESSION 5: NEW FRONTIERS-GETTING TO HOUSING THAT IS TRULY AFFORDABLE  

14h20 EAT (45min) 

Presentation & Panel 

Discussion  

NAVIGATING A PATHWAY TO IMPACT WITH BLENDED FINANCE: CHRYSALIS COHORT EXPERIENCES 

 

Presented By: Sanjana Sidhra, Director, Affordable Housing Institute  

 

Moderator: Debra Erb, Founder, DLE Advisors, LLC 

 

Panelists:  

 Anne Muchiri, Founder & Managing Director, Rozana Properties 

 Niels van den Berge, Co-Founder, Easy Housing 

 Etta Madete, Founder & Managing Director, SHOUT Group  

 Irfan Keshavjee, Founder, Karibu Homes 

 Bryan McCoy, Founder & CEO, Thrive Residential 

15h05 EAT (20min) 

Presentation   

UNLOCKING HOUSING FINANCE WITH AND FOR THE URBAN POPULATION  

 

Presented By: Joseph Kimani, Executive Director, Shack Dwellers International Kenya 

 SESSION 6: THE FUTURE OF BLENDING IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN AFRICA  

15h25 EAT (30min) 

Panel Discussion  

DFI & PHILANTHROPY EXPECTATIONS & CAPACITIES IN PARTICIPATING IN BLENDED FINANCE TRANSACTIONS 

 

Moderator: Kecia Rust, Executive Director, CAHF and Open Access Initiative 

 

Panelists:  

 Larry English, Senior Housing Expert, Affordable Housing Institute 

 Teddy Bukhala, Senior IO Covering Corporates, PROPARCO 

 Judith Nekesa, Specialist: Strategic Risk, FSD Africa Investments  

15h55 EAT (90min) 

PITCHES 

THE BLENDER!!! 

Facilitator: Mfundo Mabaso, Product Head, FNB Home and Structured Lending 

 

Projects:  

 Empower Imizamo Yethu 

 Tutajenga Rentals 

 Nyumba Bora Innitiative By Onsite ICF  

 Diaspora Remittance Based Housing 

 Nesti 

 

17h25 EAT (15min) CLOSING REMARKS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


